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1 . DURING CONVERSATION WITH ECON/COML COUNS TODAY, DR. 
GLEISSNER, HEAD OF INTERNATIONAL DIVISION OF FEDERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, OBSERVED THAT ALTHOUGH CHAMBER HAD 
OVERLOOKED AUSTRIAN UNDERTAKING IN KR TO BIND THEN EXISTING 
RELATIONSHIP OF TAX RATES BETWEEN AUTOMOBILES OF DIFFERENT 
ENGINE SIZES, CHAMBER HAD TAKEN STRONG POSITION AGAINST 
INCREASE IN AUTOMOBILE TAXES FOR OTHER REASONS. FINANCE 
MINISTER ANDROSCH, HOWEVER, UNDER GREAT PRESSURE TO INCREASE 
REVENUES, HAD NOT ACCEPTED CHAMBER'S POSITION. 

2. GLEISSNER SAID THAT THERE WAS NO DOUBT U.S. HAD LEGAL 

BASIS TO SEEK CHANGE IN NEW TAX LAW BUT DOUBTED THAT ANDROSCH 
WOULD BE WILLING TO CHANGE OR WITHDRAW LAW (WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
TO REACH PARLIAMENT BY APRIL 1), SINCE HE (ANDROSCH) IS 
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NOW PUBLICLY COMMITTED TO MOVE AHEAD WITH THE MEASURE. 
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GLEISSNER SAID HE WOULD BRING MATTER TO ATTENTION OF 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE IMMEDIATELY. 

3. WE HAVE PROCEEDED TO ALERT VARIOUS OFFICIALS IN THE 
CONCERNED MINISTRIES (FINANCE, TRADE, FOREIGN MINISTRY) 

AND ARE SENDING COPIES OF TIAS 6426 TO THESE OFFICIALS. 

IF WE ARE TO HAVE ANY HOPE OF GETTING GOA TO MODIFY PROPOSED 
ROAD TAX LEGISLATION, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT A HIGH-LEVEL, 

FORMAL APPROACH WILL BE REQUIRED IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. 

EVEN WITH SUCH A DEMARCHE, HOWEVER, OUR CURRENT JUDGMENT 
IS THAT THE GOA MAY WELL DECIDE TO GO AHEAD WITH THE 
LEGISLATION AND LET THE MATTER BE RAISED IN GENEVA. 

REQUEST DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS ASAP.BUCHANAN 
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